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Ad Hoc Challenge Materials Committee Meeting 

 

April 19, 2022 

3:00 PM 

Curriculum Resource Room 

 

AGENDA 
 

▪ Review of Challenge to Instructional and/or Media Materials Process 

▪ Challenged Materials 

• Fly on the Wall: How One Girl Saw Everything by E. Lockhart 

• The Bad Guys in The One? by Aaron Blabey  

• Worm Loves Worm by J.J. Austrian 

▪ Good of the Order 
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Committee Response 
Challenge to Instructional and/or Media Materials 

 
Committee Meeting Date: April 19, 2022  

Date Challenge to Instruction and/or Media Materials Form Received: Per Ad Hoc 

committee, a recommendation was made January 24, 2022, to review the email from  

 (sent 10/14/21) with a list of materials, reviewed by the Florida Citizens Alliance, 

based upon citation of objections referencing violation of State Statute FS 847.012. No form 

was officially submitted for individual books.   

NOTE: To be in compliance with Board Policies, complainant submitted a 
Challenge Form. See pages 4-5 of this response document. 

Submitted by:  

Challenged Material: Worm Loves Worm by: J.J. Austrian 

Complainant: Book is being challenged per FS 847.012.  

Decision: 

� Recommend continued use of challenged material as instructional materials and for 

media circulation 

� Recommend continued use for media circulation only 

� Recommend continued use for instructional purposes only 

� Recommend continued use of challenged material with the following guidelines: 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

� Recommend to discontinue use of challenged material during instruction and remove 

from media circulation 
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Additional Comments and/or Notes: 

While this book is in media circulation, it is not included in current district curriculum or 
coursework. Parents may exercise their parental rights within the Parent Bill of Rights and 
submit an individual request to their child’s school for an alert to be placed on the child’s 
Destiny account, identifying the book as prohibited for media checkout. 
 

 
Voting Committee Members in Attendance: 

Director of Elementary School Curriculum & Instruction 

Director of Middle School Curriculum & Instruction 

Director of High School Curriculum & Instruction 

Elementary Coordinator of Mathematics 

Coordinator of K-12 Fine and Performing Arts 

School-based Administrator Representative Elementary 

School-based Administrator Representative Secondary 

School-based Media Representative 

Curriculum Advisory Representative 

 

Non-Voting Committee Members in Attendance: 

Coordinator for Instructional Technology and Instructional Materials - Facilitator 

Content Specialist for Instructional Technology and Instructional Materials - Recorder 
 





    
Worm Loves Worm is a “picture book” designed for very young audiences and the design of the 
book is to normalize same sex attraction, and same sex marriage to an inappropriate age group.  
Here is a quote from the inside cover of the book. “When a worm meets a worm and they fall in 
love, you know what happens next. They get married! But their friends want to know—Who 
will where the dress? And who will wear the tux? The answer is: It does not matter. Because 
Worm loves Worm. This irresistible picture book is a celebration of love in all its splendid 
forms.” 

The book is written by J. J. Austrian and illustrated by Mike Curato. If you purchase the book 
you can read the following about the book illustrator: “ Mike Curato is also the creator of the 
popular Little Elliot series. He and his husband Dan, were married in a very wormy wedding…” 

The book which is designed by the writer to appeal to children 4 to 8 highlights the planning of 
a same sex wedding, asking questions such as: Which one will be the bride? Which one will be 
the groom? We both can, is the answer. The “cricket” points out “That isn’t how it’s always 
been done.” Worm answers, “Then we’ll just change how it’s done.” 

I am not sure why this book would be allowed in any school considering the target age is covered by 
recent legislation that would render this book unlawful in the classroom (Parents Rights in Education 
law). If the book is in the media center, it may find its way into the classroom or classroom discussions. 
Retaining this book is setting your teaching faculty up for failure.  

The families that would benefit from this book should find it in the public library. I would not advocate 
for the removed of this book if it were not for the recent changes in the law. My preference would be to 
restrict the book to allow the parent to have the final say, either way.  
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