Challenge to Instructional and/or Media Materials Response

Date Challenge to Instruction and/or Media Materials Form Received: July 5, 2023

submitted by: [

Challenged Material: Burned by Ellen Hopkins
Complainant: See pages 3 - 5 of this response document.

Reviewed by:
« Director(s) of Curriculum: Director of High School Curriculum & Instruction
1 Ad Hoc Committee Meeting Date:

Decision:

"1 Recommend continued use of challenged material as instructional materials and for media
circulation.

"1 Recommend continued use for media circulation only.

"1 Recommend continued use for instructional purposes only.

"1 Recommend continued use of challenged material with the following guidelines:

~" Recommend discontinuing use of challenged material during instruction and remove from
media circulation.

Rationale for Decision and/or Additional Notes:
This book is being discontinued for use due to content which (/) depicts or describes sexual conduct
as defined in F.S. 8847.001(19); per House Bill 1069. Examples of this content are as follows:
e “Zap!lwas nobody. Someday, would another nobody slide his arm around my substantial
waist, walk his hand under my homemade blouse? And would | draw back into the curve of
him, close my eyes, and take pleasure in his heat?” (Hopkins, 46).

e “..And when he kissed me, | full-on kissed back. | even let his hands wander. At first | said
no, of course. | really thought | wasn't at all that kind of girl. Guess what. | am! He was good,
too. First he rubbed my back. Then he lifted my hair and kissed my neck, and I've never had
goose bumps like that before. Then he slid his hands around the front of my, lifting my
breasts and touching my nipples. | wouldn't let him go under my blouse, but even over my
clothes, the way he made my body feel is hard to describe. Alive” (Hopkins, 122).


http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0800-0899/0847/Sections/0847.001.html
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1069/BillText/er/PDF

e “Gently upon mine. He kissed my eyes, my lips, my neck, then his mouth crept softly down
the length of my torso” (Hopkins, 327).

Based upon the examples provided above, Burned will be removed from media circulation and
is not considered suitable for instructional purposes. All impacted schools will remove Burned
by Ellen Hopkins from their Destiny and OverDrive accounts. In addition, this book will no
longer be approved for future purchase.

Updated: August 25, 2023
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School or District: NORTH FORT MYERS HIGH SCHOOL Date: JUNE 30, 2023

Please check type of instructional material:

(X) Book: LIBRARY BOOK ( ) AV (Video, CD, etc.): Other (Identify):

Title: BURNED

Author: ELLEN HOPKINS

Publisher or Producer:

Request initiated by nami

Student Name: NOT APPLICABLE

Telephone Address:
City:

FLORIDA Zip Code:

—— | e e — -

It is expected that the material in question has been read, viewed, or listened to in its entirety. Please complete the
following questions. If insufficient space is provided, attach additional sheets.
(Please sign your name to each additional attachment)

1. What brought this material to your attention? A SEARCH OF THE AUTHOR'S NAME IN THE SCHOOL'’S DIGITAL LIBRARY

2. Did you examine the entire material? NO If not, what parts did you examine? PGS 3,16,46,121-22,125,130-32,136
——153-54,159.60,226,299,327-28,332,340

. . | . . 372,376-78,411-12,441,446,463 472,
3. Towhatin the material do you object? (Please be specific. Cite pages, film sequence, etc.) 476,492 496, 505, 5335

THIS BOOK CONTAINS SEXUAL ACTIVITIES, SEXUAL NUDITY; DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE AND ABUSE; PROFANITY AND DEROGATORY TERMS
SUICIDAL IDEATION; AND VIOLENCE INCLUDING CHILD ABUSE. IT IS AGAINST THE LAW TO EXPOSE MINOR CHILDREN TO THIS CONTENT.

4. What do you believe is the theme or purpose of this material?

THE THEME AND/OR PURPOSE OF THIS MATERIAL IS
IRRELEVANT BECAUSE IT IS AGAINST THE LAW TO EXPOSE MINOR CHILDREN TO SEXUAL CONTENT LIKE THIS BOOK DOES

5. What do you feel might be the result of a student using this material? WHAT | FEEL IS IRRELEVANT BECAUSE IT IS AGAINST

THE LAW TO EXPOSE MINOR CHILDREN TO SEXUAL CONTENT LIKE THIS BOOK DOES

6. For what age group would you recommend this material? THE AGE GROUP THAT | WOULD RECOMMEND IS IRRELEVANT

BECAUSE IT IS AGAINST THE LAW TO EXPOSE MINOR CHILDRENTO SEXUAL CONTENT LIKE THIS BOOK DOES

7. Inyour opinion, is there anything of value in this material? WHETHER OR NOT | BELIEVE THIS BOOK CONTAINS ANYTHING OF

VALUE IS IRRELEVANT BECAUSE IT IS AGAINST THE LAW TO EXPOSE MINOR CHILDREN TO ) SEXUAL CONTENT LIKE THIS BOOK . DOES

8. Have you read any critical reviews of this material? If so, what? Please be specific. WHETHER OR NOT I'VE READ ANY CRITICAL

REVIEWS IS IRRELEVANT BECAUSE IT IS AGAINST THE LAW TO EXPOSE MINOR CHILDREN TO SEXUAL CONTENT LIKE THIS BOOK DOES

9. What would you like the school or district to do about this material? Check your choice.

AR
X) @ther (Please e ' IMMEDIATELY REMOVE THE ILLEGAL CONTENT FROM EVERY SCHOOL LIBRARY

Date (M/DYY)
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But | do know things really began to spin out of control after my first sex dream.
As sex dreams go, there wasn't much sex, just a collage of very hot kisses, and
Justin Proud's hands, exploring every inch of my body, at my fervent invitation.

Mar. 17 | dreamed about Justin last night. Dreamed he kissed me, and | kissed him
back, and I let him touch me all over my body and | woke up all hot and blushing.

| was nobody. Someday, would another nobody slide hiz arm arcund my
substantial waist, walk his hand up under my homemade blouse? And would |
draw back into the curve of him, close miy eyes, and take pleasure in his heat?

Went to a party at Brent's last night. Okay, more like a drink-smoke-and-make-out
fest.

.and let Derek pull me up into his lap. &nd when he kissed me, | full-on kissed
back. | even let his hands wander.

At first | said no, of course. | really thought | wasn't' at all that kind of girl. Guess
what. | am!

..Then he slid his hands around the front of me, lifting my breasts and touching
my nipples. | wouldn't let him go under my blouse, but even over my clothes, the
way he made my body feel is hard to describe. Alive.

| wanted to be with him all the time, wanted the taste of his lips on mine, his
roaming fingers on my hungry skin.

One problem with alcohol is the more you drink it the more you want it. If a little
lets you forget and bit of your pain, more lets you crawl into a fuzzy space where
nothing hurts at all. Amen.

Saturdays became drinking days-don't think the irony is one iota lost on me.
Derek would meet me in the desert, painkiller in hand. First beer, then hard stuff.

The higher | got, the harder it got to hang on to my jeans.

He almost got his chance the fist Saturday in May. I'd gone for my wsual "target
practice,” which by then, of course, meant an overheated seszion with Derek.
By noon, we had downed a half pint of tequila, my buttons were askew, and
Derek was trying to escape his zipper when | noticed a lone figure striding owr
Way.

w5 it @ woman's role to keep silent when her husband hits her?”

He only used you for sex.

Mot only that, he said it was lousy sex.

“Lowve is just another word for sex.”

Sex? Sex! Tell me what you know about sex! Did that awful boy touch you? Put it
in you?

o Put what in me?™”

You know very well what I'm talking about. Did he take his pants off? Did you let
him’?

.. Don't wou want to have sex, Mom "

When | refused, he put the gun barrel against my chieek, pulled it gently toward
my temiple.

A time ar two, cradled in his lap, kissing until his desire became obvious, | had
almost wanted to.
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His body settled pently upon mine. He kissed my eyes, my lips, my neck, then his
mouth crept softly down the length of my torso.

We shed our shirts, unzipped our jeans, and would have made love right that
minute except for just about then...

Has anyone ever told you how great you look with vour shirt off?
After dinner, Ethan and | talked. Talked and kissed. Kissed and touched. Touched.

And so he kissed me, everywhere, making me want to say yes even more.

And hie wanted me, too, and he showed me how to make him want me more.

It all felt so right, so how it should be, that | begged him not to stop.

But he paused, long enough to find the protection he'd brought along.

A couple more beers made Daddy's face disappear, but mostly because the rest of
the day is pretty much a blur.

And | settled into his arms, minus the buzz, plus a pounding headache, and | said,
"Make love to me."

Okay, we did it. Ethan and | made love. Twice. The first time it kind of hurt, and
maybe | had too much beer to really understand what a big step it was. Huge.
..The second time it was better, even if | didn't feel so hot. (My first hangover-
ught)

Sometimes Dad gets home, already half-drunk. | always hope he'll get home
totally drunk so maybe he'll pass out right away.

He can't hit Mom because of the baby.

Don't panic, Pattyn, but the condom tore.

Because then Dad wouldn't just hit me. He'd hit you, too.

omitting only the part about making love.

As | wiggle off in new form-fitting jeans, | heard Carmen hiss, Are you checking her
aut?

Especially those liberal loudmouths.

At the moment | lifted defenszive arms, Dad caught my throat, held tight, applied
pressure. And as his calloused hands closed tight, | barely heard his snarl,
betraying absolutely no pit. You don't know what sorry is, little girl. But you will.
| couldn't be pregnant, could 17 [Could!)

One of my waorst nightmares has come true. I'm pregnant.

Plans made I'm sitting on the hard cement railing of a freeway overpass.

Legs dangling, | watch the unrelenting motion of normal people in daily transit.
Mind-boggling, how so many separate lives travel in such remarkable unison.
Soul searching, | know that | will never squeeze into such a common mold.

Brain racing, | struggle to reach a decision. God, however He is, only knows which
way I'll go.

Heart breaking, | think that if Dad, staring down the sight of a 10mm, would only
tell me he loves me, | could easily change my mind...

..out e won't.
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